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Hero: Grave site of Carl Ross, killed in a 1961 explosion at the local YWCA. (Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter) 
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Every year on the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend, the congregation of Lost Creek Baptist 


Church gathers “to remember those who have gone on before us.” 


This year, the memorial program took on a special meaning as those gathered remembered a man 


who gave his own life to save 50 others more than 50 years ago in Terre Haute. 


Carl Ross died Sept. 19, 1961 when a bomb exploded at the Terre Haute YWCA on North Seventh 
Street. 


Ross, the 63-year-old janitor of the building, discovered a ticking box inside the building, and warned 
the women staying there to evacuate the facility. They did, but Ross was trying to get the bomb out 


of the building when it went off at 7:05 a.m. He was the only casualty of the incident. 


Dawn Ross, great niece of Carl Ross — her grandfather and Carl's father were brothers — shared 
the story of her ancestor during Sunday’s service. She said she was surprised to learn about Carl, 
since her own father, James “Buster” Ross, was well-known for talking about family history. Dawn 

said she learned the story of Carl’s death only a few months ago after receiving an email from 


James Shepard, a historical researcher of the Lost Creek community. 


“I found it to be one of the most heroic family stories | had ever heard about — whether in our family 
or otherwise,” she told the church gathering. “Here was a true American hero, who made the 


ultimate sacrifice and he wasn't a war hero. He was our hero, from right here in Lost Creek.” 


Dawn said she started researching her “great” uncle, looking up newspaper articles from the time, 


and talking with people who knew Carl, including his only living brother, Glynn “Leon” Ross. 


“The constant comment they made was that Carl was such a good man,” she said. “I couldn't get 
one negative tidbit about Carl. Even the articles by the newspapers mentioned that in their search to 
determine if Carl was the target of the bomb or if he had had any enemies, their background check 
revealed that he was just a good Christian man who was married, had two grown daughters, three 


stepsons, grandchildren and was a trustee at the Church of Christ he attended.” 


The mystery of who placed the bomb in the building was never solved, she said. Newspaper 
accounts stated that the police interviewed several people, and sent evidence to the FBI, but no one 


was ever charged with the bombing. 
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But what Dawn said stunned her the most was that there was never a monument, plaque or statue 
erected anywhere in Terre Haute honoring Carl Ross for saving more than 50 women who had been 
asleep only minutes before the bomb went off. That may have been a sign of the times, she said, 
alluding to the racial tension gripping America during the civil rights movement. 


She called Carl Ross's actions heroic and extraordinary, because most people would think of only 
saving themselves if they came across a bomb at work. And she asked the audience to imagine 
what they would do in the same situation. 


Dawn had created display boards with photos of Carl Ross and his family, and newspaper clippings 
about the bombing and the investigation. 


Warren Ross and his sister Dorothy Ross, nephew and niece of Carl Ross, both proudly reviewed 


the photos with others attending the service. 


Warren said that he had graduated from Indiana State University in 1961 and had moved to Detroit 


to take a teaching job when the bombing occurred. 


“| hadn’t been gone three weeks,” Warren said. He recalled his uncle as a kind man who attended 
Lost Creek Baptist Church on Sundays and liked to visit with the large Ross family that lived in the 


township. 


“We wished,” Dorothy Ross said, “we could have found somebody who had been in the building [the 


morning that the bomb exploded], but we didn’t know how.” 


Carl Ross's only surviving child, Ernestine, now resides in Grand Rapids, Mich., and was unable to 


make the trip for the service honoring her father. 


Dawn Ross said she plans to continue publicizing the heroic actions of her ancestor — to celebrate 


him and tell his story — and to promote strength of character for future generations. 


“Sometimes we need to look beyond the fleeting earthly superficial accolades and to look at one’s 
heart and how God uses ordinary people to do his will,” she said, “just like he did with Moses, Noah, 


Lazarus, Jesus Christ, and even our Carl Ross.” 


Reporter Lisa Trigg can be reached at 812-231-4254 or lisa.trigg@tribstar.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @TribStarLisa. 
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U.S. Army explosivd experts probed splintered debris 
recovered from the site of Tupsday’s early-morning explo- 
sion at the YWCA buildi g hoping to uncover a clue which 
would lead them to the dause lof the powerful blast which 
killed the building’s janitbr ang sent 51 young women resi- 
dents and two YW directors tumbling out of bed and into 
the streets. 

Working behind a reped-off and heavily policed area? 
the explosive- detecting taam tiaveled to Terre Haute from ` 
Ft. Benjamin Harrison, | Indijnapolis, at the request of 
Police Chief! Frank Riddle. hey were summoned after 
Riddle. Assistant Fire Chief R y McManus and Jée Lowe, 


Civil Defense director, noted 
that the entire explosion area 
smelled strongly of an explosive 
material 
McManus 
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+ Shivering YWCA 
Girls in Night 
Attire Routed 


By HOWARD STEVENS 


“I thought the Russians had 
us Attempted to Flee. 


h è 

That was the shouted exclafnay ait wus pile a ‘ at- 
ton of Sardy Jobe. 21. Quincy. tempting to get through t e oor 
Til, as she described her first and out of the building,” Mc 
thought after hearing a booming | ra asserted. 5 : 
explosion that ripped through McMahus reported Ae an tn- 
the three-story YWCA buildipg : | vestigation of the immediate blast 
early Tuesday morning. | area showed nothing wrong with 

“This is it. T thought to my- the building's gas mains or in the 
self” Miss Jobe continued. “T ran | furnace room located at the rear 
into the hallway ahd headed far Of the building. Ironically. a tele- 
the rear af the building The Phone booth situated within a 
smoke fal llowed me but we a few fect of Ross’ shattered body 
made it.” the Indiana State Col. was blown completely off the | 
lege student declared wall giving sume indication that | 

Close at hand was Miss Jobe'g , perhaps Ross might have an- 
friend. Rita Sackett. 21, Clover} | swered the telephone or had at-, 


dale. who shared the Russianj tempted to make use of the in- 
bomb thought . ‘| strument seconds before the ex- 


indicated that the 
i tered around the blast victim,| 
| Carl Ross, 61, RR 6, who was 
hurled through a southside door 
| of the three-story brick and stone | 
YWCA building. The assistant i 
fire chief added that he was not 
able to confirm reports that Ras 
was carrying something in his 
hands. but added: 
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Residents Calm. 
“Yes.” she agreed. “I thought! 
we had been- bombed. It te Tet 
frightening but I’ was also im 
pressed by the calmness all thej! her Heading ea in 
girls exhibited,” Miss Sackett’ 
eer k d 1 if I, 

“None was panicky an e Fo N, Ca oli 
proud of all the girls.” she as- r r ina: 
serted. “I didn’t even lose a pin. 
curler,” Miss Sackett exclaimed.. 

Dressed: only in summer pad. acuate oast 
Jamas, she pulled a service man’s, 
jacket around her shoulders. 7 Seat 
She explained that the jacket ia 
been tosed around her shoulde CAPE HATTERAS, N. C., Sept. 

` by a U. S. Air Force man alle — ® — Hurricane Esther 
she walked out-of the handira (Gao toward the North Caro, 
een r a tut lina coast today triggering the 
man must re i ? 
doh't know who he was.’ Ape of a mass evacuation from 

Sharing the -warmth ‘of thd dangerous low-lying areas, l 
Sears’ Farm store with 49 other! The whirling giant carried 
temporarily . displaced YWCA |W inds up. fp 150 miles per hour. 

T residents, the two college girld | Ea e precautii should be 
‘worried most about missing thein E e pe h the Weather Bu- 
morning classes at the college ies poe Becca. roto 
janitor, Cart Wess == Pag ty waters rise today and tonight.” 

‘u Fir E || Hurricane warnings were 
heal se Fire Escape. | rajsed this morning from Cherry 


IK "He was the! real hero,” they) Paint, N. C. nérthward to the, 
orused. ‘He warned us to get | Virginia Capes. Gale force winds, 
i. iar wire forecast for that portion of 
Cantinned on Page 2, Column 14) thh coast and were forecast to in- 
— —jerpase to hurricane strength—' 
‘| 75 miles per hour. 
ale warnings. were extended 
northward): from we Virginia 
Capes to Cape May, N . J., and 
over the south half of Chesa- 
peake Bayi Hurricane: wateltcon- 
tinues northward from Myrtle 
Beach, S. C.,/to Cherry Point and 
trom t the Virginia Capes to Cape 
May, - 
Ats am. the. Weathér Bureau 
"| said the big, storm was 835 statute 
miles southeast: ‘at Cape. Hatteras. 
| cal bearing’ toward: the coast at 
| miles an- hour] 
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| full force of the explosion cen- — 


Wisconsin, Texas 
Guard Divisions ` 


; | Terre Haute, Ind., Tuesday, September 19, 1961 


- 


Bomb ay Have Cael 


BEWILDERED RESIDENTS of the YWCA wait across the street as fire and police ‘officials itt- 


vestigate ‘an explosion which tore through the building early this morning. The blast killed the | 


janitor, Carl Ross, who had warned the sleeping occupants. 


Photo by Charles. 


NOW YOU KNOW 
“By United Press International 
“Thug ts an Indian word 
for men who traveled 
through the conntry in gangs, 
robbing, assassinating and 
then burying their victims. 


sk, Adlai 
Working to Keep 
U.N. Operating 


Are. Activated 


WASHINGTON, Sept. 19 —P 
—Two National Guard divisions | 
—the 32nd Infantry of Wiscon- 
sin and the 49th Armored of. 
Texas—are being calie to active | 


duty. 
Announcement of this action 
was expected at an \afternoon 
news conference scheduled by By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER 
Secretary UNITED NATIONS, N Y, 


of Defense Robert S 
McNamara, MA 

The two guard divisfons, along 
with two others, were put on 
notice Sept. 6 that they faced 
possible call-upy 

The other twp divisions given 
priority ratings and slated for 
reenforcement to full strength 
are the 26th Infantry of Massa- 
chusetts and the 28th Infantry 
of Pennsylvania. 

Gallup of the Wisconsin and 
Texas divisions will raise Army 
strength to 16 divisions. In addi- 
tion, there are three combat- 
ready Marine divisions. 

The federalization of the two 
National Guard units appears to 
set the stage for possible move- 
mént to Germany of two—and 
perhaps : more — regular Army 
divisions now based in the United 
States, 

The probability is that the two 
guard divisions will be subjected 
to intenpified training to bring 
them to ‘combat readinesg, avail- 
able for juse overseas if the Ber- 
lin crisls. deepens or (trouble 
breaks out some other place. 

This ig the latest in a series of 
military buildup actions taken by 
tha Ker nedy” administra ar as 


Sept. 19.—%—Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk and ambassador Adlai 
E. Stevenson worked urgently be- 
hind the scenes today to keep the 
United Nations from being par- 
alyzed by the Soviet Union on ap- 
pointment of a successor to Sec- 
retary - General Hemmar- 
skjold. 

Rusk was due to hold his first 
meeting here with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko this 
afternoon when the U. N Gen- 
eral Assembly begins its annual 
session. He wanted to talk with 
Gromyko about the crikis created 
by Hammarskjold’ s death as well 
as the Berlin crisis, which they 
have agreed to discuss. 

Western diplomats \saw little 
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the. Berlim crisis became] gravyer 
and the |possibility of a miiltary 
showdown with Russia became 
more se "ous. 

On Sept. 9 the eee ån- 
nounced|that 40,000 troops. were 
being ordered to Europe |to 
strengthen the 7th Army lin 8 
many ard to bring other U./5 
forces ir „Europe to tun fight g 
strength!” 

_ The Army} algo has been’ send. 


DARING capes | 
BY 5 E. GERMANS 
es [Sept 19. 


Rising tides and Da already. East Berliners:crawled over to! 


and thers 
freedons: jn; ; 


emr 


ees Moi 
down a rope 


day: nigh 
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Russia Moves 
To Seat China 
AtU.N N. |. Opening 


UNITED NATIONS, N. Y., 
| Sept. 
formally moved today for the 
seating of Communist China in 
the United Nations. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 


GromyKo requested that the, 99-| did Tshombe and the world know 


| nation General Assembly place 
on its agenda u question titled: 


“Restoration of the lawful rights ; 


‘of the People’s Republic of China 
in the United Nations.” 

The assembly ıs expected to 
give the China question a full’ air- 
ing, after 10 years of postpone- 
ments. But it is unlikely that the 
problem will be taken up under 
the controversial title proposed 
by the Soviet Union. 

Informed quarters said the 
United States would not oppose 
a China débate this year, but 
would: seek to refer the qies- 
tion to a study committee which 
would report back at the 1062 
session! of the assembly, 

The Soviet move trailed a pro- 
posal by New- Zealand gn Sunday 
that the assembly take up ‘the 
question of Chinese representa-' 
tion.’ The Unitad States said it 
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(Sabotage in 
Death of Dag 


sia, Sept. 19.—~Py— 
ranking U. N. delegation ar- 
{rived in Ndola' toda 
ing to carry through the! Ka- 
tanga peace talks sHaltered 


19.—(P-—The Soviet Union| neutral border town. j 


= 


‘Still Is See 


sefire in Co 


NDOLA. Northern | hode- 
high- 


seek- 


Hag Hammarskjold's death 
in a plane crash. ! 

The chief U. N. negatiator is 
Mahmoud Khiari, chief | civil 
operations in the” "Gongo. 

He flew to Ndola from Leopold- 
ville while U.'N. intelligesce ex- 
perts probed riddles of the wreck 
that killed the secretary- neral. 

A British governments state. 
ment said @ further task for the 
delegation will be to help identi- 
fy the mutilated bodies |of some 
of Hammarskjold’s entourage. 

The statement said Britain is 
doing all possible to facilitate 
contact between the delegation 
and President Moise Tshombe of 
Katanga, who pulled out Monday 
after an overnight stay at this 


H. Neal, assistant to Secretary of the 
Dillon and. national- director of the u. 
sion, when! he addresses a group of v 
personnel at a 6:30 o'clock dinner at 
tonight. Neal, on the extreme Jeft, wa 


Tshombe returned to | Katanga 
after vainly waiting for (24 hours 
for Hammarskjold to atrive for 
peace talks. Only late! Monday‘ 


Hammarskjold was dea@ in the 
shattered wreck of his} aircraft. 
Salvage workers pulled an- 
other body from the wreck this 
morning making a tdtql of 15 
dead. There is one survivor. 

A U. N. check today @isclosed 
‘there were 16 on board the 
plane. Two Swedish guards. had 
been omitted from the hist which 


showed 14 aboard. p 
Lt. Col. Ben Matlick| U. S. air 
ille, who 
k as said 


left, are: Don Davenport, ‘Thomas J. 
Haute Savings Bank, Robert Petetso 
Bank and Jack Storms, 


mandaa e = 


HELP THAT T MAN! 


TRIBUNE, Kan., Sept. 19. 
—(®—Randy Brubb ` caine. 
home from kindergarten wit 
his first request for money. 

“It’s for that man whe 
helps us if a big storm hits,? 
he said. 

“What’s his name?” asked 
Randy’s mother. 

“T think it’s Red.” 

“What’s his last 
Croks?” 

“Fep, that’s it. Red Cross.” 


ae (aac ee Cea 


Kathie Scores 


attache from Leopold 
inspected the wre. 
he was convinced, that f specula- 
tion that the plane jnay have 
been shot down was grdundiess. 
The possibility. of sabptage or 
armed attack had |drawry banner 
headlines in Rhodesiab |newspa- 
pers. The lone survivor, Harry 
Julien, an armed U. N, /séeurity 
guard, was quoted as saying a 
seties of explosions ghhok the 
fotr-engine DE6B befjore it 
plunged into a forest | reserve 
north of téwn and buried. 
Seasoned pilots who yidwed the 
| fire-blackened wreckage| agreed 
| with Matlick. They said it looked 
like typical results of ja, crash 
causdd in a landing approach by 
loss of power or faulty) instru- 
ments. 
» A Ndola ‘hospital | fppkesman: 
sald the. A is ad’ jromfort- 
able as coyld. be expe td, add 
ing: “He still ts’ very ‘and is | 
under heavy sedatibn. F rel has nat | 
sp ken. since he | wasi brought | 


a ol; Maurice Barber, Ci nt olal til 
on director of the E ae 
ation, 


ash, 
k is ‘mi 


name? 


(Picture on 1 Pagi 


a m ‘| 
“Miss aa mace’ another į 
y. and commu, 


U. S. te A BONDS Ere will ie ihatid by William 
eabury C. |Douglas 
Savings Bonds Divé 
bankers and bank 


‘etre \Haute 


at Hulmar Field by representatives lof 
Chapter of the National AL ‘of | 
Comptrollers, sponsors of the b bond drivi 


In| the group, from 
city | of te Terre 
t 


porat en |board 


House 
n hig arrival 
abash Valley \ 
Auditors and 


e hidia ore i i 


e RA atte i; 
ounty School Gor- 
o trustees. 


ij PU take NIVY kel es 

I| WASHINGTON, Sept, 19. 
—Pl—Government auditors 
have called for some sweep- 
ing reforms in the sweéping 
of post offices. 

The General Accounting Of- 
fice (GAV) reported Manday 
to Congress that an investi- 
gation of post office cleaning 
services turned up some poor 
record-keeping and several 
cases of possible over-staff- | 
ing in the broom and | mop | 
brigade. i 

The Post Office Depart- 
ment spends $51 million a 
year and employs about 
17,000 government and| pri- 
vate workers to cleanj the 
nation’s 38,000 postal Instal- 
lations. 
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SAIGON. |Scuth | Viet Nam. 
pt. 19,-uel—Over } 1,000 ¢om: 
unist _ ébpls | attacked and. 
ufned | pilal of Phuoc Vinh | 
Province," 60 miles. north’ of: Sai- 
won early Monday. the govern-! 
ent said, Tuesday.: | 
| t wab jhe evad to be the larg- ! 
esti rebel’ assault so far in South | 
an Nam’s ,civit war, 
ie BO wounded were rushed 


Atra KEDBYREDS = 


ap Zz 
out of the building. He even taid 
us to run gut the. Back way.” 
Several young women took to 
H the building's fire escape Yo 
t leave the srhoke-filled building. 
Included among them was Mary 
Alice Truxak. Terre Haute. who 
is employed- at Columbia Rec- 
ords. 
3 “I literally sailed out of the 
, hallway and onto the fire 


to Baigġr) hospitals after the reb- 

elsi withdrew under attack. ! 

|. The davernment announcement | 

said te Viet ‘Cong guerrillas! 
starmed | the capital at 1 a.m., 
Monday in a move to liberate reb-, 

jels: takén -prisoner. j | 

j One source estimated 1.500! | 
EL F -< E Bi con hook part in the at- 

of Riviera Beach. and iwo half brotn- j a . the | 


irst on a provincial 


a a i 

escape.” Miss Truxal stated. ers, Robort Farris of Paris and Home lgapital | cogil, 
t “My only thought was concern PETAL eta || It also marked a new height, in 
Š that the fire escape was still MBS. ELIZABETH FARMER | J violence in the areas north $f Ș?7i- 


BRAZIL, Ind, Sept 10 -)Spectap | gan whére the rebels were daid; to 


5 ” | ae 
there It was and was I glad. —Final rites will be conducted at @ be building strength. 
t 7 


she panted.: 
Leona Jarvis, 19, Blooming- 
dale: Sandra Cloyd. 18, Marshail, 
> „— and Darlene Inman, 18 Clover 
dale. were occupants of rooms 
Incatéd on the second. floor af 
the YWCA Their rooms were sit- 
uated directly above the blast. 
An employe of the Merchants 
Nation4l Bank. Miss‘ Jarvis paid 
particular note of the time of 
the explosion. She spoke while 
seated on 2 plow displayed in the 
front window of the farm store. 3 : : 
“My first thought was that the i ae 


o'clock Thurday aflerncon | at {he 
Methodist Church White Plains. Ky}, 


M E b 5 
nd pol RR. 2. Centeppnint, awar ale MORE INTERSTATE 74 
Sunday at Indianapolis Burial will be p : 

in Concord cemetery, White 


D e hoeagt emeten Prea a NDAJE to BE OPENED: 


Funeral Home at Nortonville Ky. tt 

or the Miller and Sans) Funerill INDIANAPOLIS, Sept. 19.— 
| UPll—The Indiana State Highway 
Commission anounced today 
that thtee miles of Hpi y 74 
of RR 2, died at 1230 o'clofk Morn- from Jidiana ag to In tana 244 
gre Tone brothers, rcs ana Wiii Rear Shelbyville will be opened 
Foutz, both af RR 2. Turha Foutz|| to traffic at ribbon-cutting cere- 


of RR l, «Merom. und Qar! Foutz j ? 
Sullivan a wall br at £ a’cko manies|Friday. 


MIRR MANY JANE FOUTZ, 


SULLIVAN Ing.. Sept. 19 ~~) Speciap 
—Miss Mary Jane Foutz, 7A ypars old, 


3 Á $ i ; i Wedgeaday leron a ie eres ° The latest strétch Will raise to 
kitchen had blown up. | didn’t Ser : : eld will attelate and’ dural wit me 25.8 miles the length of the high- 
, siop (o vestigate but 1 was IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION into the oa ee ee welt ciy, aisle and fediral CITY DETECTIVE RAY TRYON collects debris from the |in tmon” Chapei remetert. nedi] way open to traffic and to 117 the | `- 
sure that the stove had let go, authorities. On the scene within minutes a r eked tn eet onaSam ashen i Srg explosion-rocked YWCA as investigation of the myşterious |gemek Tucsday morma) | T; umber of miles of interstate 
Miss Jarvis indicated Lowe, Chief of Detectives Willard Gantz and Fire Inspector Sam Short. hlast continues! Plaster and glags from walls on one side of ighways being used in Indiana. | 
j l 


- Three young women stuck to- 


na e 


ve a E - { ; MRS. LUCY HULETT 
a the building littered the floors. = “Wa 7 SULLIVAN ing Sept, In_4 Speci 


gether and tan down the back —Services will be conducted | at 


| ae l f : 
stairway, The trio, Joan Cheat- J it Kill d sN gina ae uada HOW TO HOLD THEM | piae 
Janitor Killed 


per - = Eo ĉe 


| o'clack Wednesday morning} at tye 


£ > ` | veteran and a member of Fank Court. | Alexanger Funera! Hame or Mr A 
ham. 20. Waveland, Nina Wall, one whb might have seen a per- JACKSON, Miss., Sent, 19. ‘ney Post of the American [egion Sur. | Lucy Hulett. 53 years old. of 230 Sou + 
18, Coal City; and Linda Lessing, son or persons enter the build- —Pi— Chancellor W, T, : viving are the widow. Ethel Mne: » Tenthaslreet svete RER pie ding 
i 4 j S j a5 son, James Wilaon at} home: his a} ere. ye Rev re ice 
1B. Dana. paid they saw smoke s ing hefore the explosion. Horton told a group of wom’ parenta. Mr. and Mra. Clyde L. Wilson officiate and burial wilt be jin Litt 
rolling out! of the basement ae ‘ be Re en secking divorces- Monday, 3. UNDERWOOD | of Linton; n brother Doyle! W Wilson | Flock cemetery  Shelburn. | Frien j 
“W lized th th losion _: Talked With Victim. “e l th h- FRANK j lof rural Linton, and a iaer, Mrr. | May call after 10 a'cjock | Tutsdaa j 
e, reanae at the explosio j : if you used the same tec Frank J. Undorwoad, 78 yearn old. Bernice Smith of Linton. | The body | Morning. A 
was im the basement and the i R Qne han, Major Gardner. 2130, niqnes to keep your hus: |of 1659 Narth Twelfth atreet. died at was taken to the AndersontPoindexier | AE AERT JEASIE TINCHER 
. best way tp get out would be to t North | Twenty-first street, iS bands as you did to get a ea fure Onder dodi TE Memory Chapel» where {filiends amay Het e RE D me eee k 
ERE the | back N We cupan S Pan lo have mer with Ross them, you wouldn’t be in this Faai and Euclid Lodae No. ae Services wil! be at 2 pores Thursday zalen Jessie Tincher, 19 years i y j t 
~ tdrt waste any time and we a few minutes efore the ex- court.” ; afternoon at the loca! chapel, wi die anday m Mary Sherman - Wee | 
“a 5 the Kerman Grotto. Surviving are | inte t in Pleasant Grove cemetery ital in Sullivan, He ia survived by ja 1B fates 7 i | 
didn’t let any grass grow under plosion slammed through the the widow, Héssle: three sons. Marion | Ene l eea ; 5 Het j 
—— l sik i d . `: ' =- , y Tipcher; a stepspn, Gage H Bieaeatt | 
our feet.” | Young Women’s Christian Asso- Underwood af Terre Haute. Byrdn UN- | HERSCHEL A. JENNINGS | Sargent, Elmhurst, 111; a stepiiaughter, di | 3 i fi | 
' £ ! h s Dayt Beach, Fia. and : i 4 ; ; 
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(Additional Pictures on Page 2.) 

U. S. Army explosive experts probed splintered debris 
recovered from the site of Tuesday’s early-morning explo- 
sion at the YWCA building hoping to uncover a clue which’ 
would lead them to the cause of the powerful blast which: 
‘killed the building’s janitor and sent 51 young women resi- 
dents and two YW directors tumbling out of bed and into 
the streets. 

Working behind a roped-off and heavily policed areaj 
the explosive-detecting team traveled to Terre Haute from, 
Ft. Benjamin Harrison, Indianapolis, at the request am 
Police Chief Frank Riddle. They were summoned after 
Riddle, Assistant Fire Chief Ray McManus and Joe Lowe, | 
Civil Defense “direclor, noted’ ~ í 
i that the entire explosion area 
i smelled strongly of an explosive 


i material. Experts Start Prohe. 


1 McManus indicated that the 
‘full force of the explosion: cen- 
‘tered around the blast victim, 
Carl Ross, 61, RR 6, who was 
ihurled through a southside door 
of the three-story brick and stone 
YWCA building. The assistant 
fire chief added that he was not 
‘able to confirm reports that Ross 
was carrying something in his 
hands, but added: 
Attempted to Flee. 

“It was obvious he was alt- 
tempting to get through the door 
and out of the building,” Mc- 
Manus asserted. 

McManus reported that an in- 
vestigation of the immediate blast 
area showed nothing wrong with 


the building’s gas mains or in the | 
furnace room located at the rear. 
i of the building. Ironically, a tele- 
pe booth situaled within a 
few fecl of Ross’ shatlered body 
| was blown completely -olf the 
| wall giving some indicalion that 
j perhaps Ross might have an- 
swered the telephone or had at- 
tempted to make use of the in- 
strument seconds before the ex-! 


plosion ripped through the build- j 


ing. 


Arriving in Terre Haute short- 


-ly after noon Tuesday to in- 
| vestigate the possibility of an 


explosion being set off at the 


> building were Sgts. Thomas Dur- 


itza and Cyril Cederborg. The 
two men are regarded as explo- 
sive experts altached to the 64th 
Ordnance Division, Fi. Benjamin 
Harrison. Indianapolis. 

The two men indicated that 
would take some time to deter- 
mine the cause of the explosion 
and if an explosive «device was; 
used. exactly what type of cx- 
ı plosive material was used. They 
said they would make their con 
clusions known (o focal authori 
lies. 
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| WAS IT A BOMB?— 


Mystery Still Veils Y. W. Blast 


Killing 


| Victim Apparently T.z no one “now alive saw 


Digd in Effort to 


| 20, IF Of 
Remove Explosive 


| BY ANDY OLOFSON 
AND IRV DEVITT 


Mystery last night still shroud» 
ed the powerful blast — “the 
equivalent of six or more sticks 
of dynamite” — which killed the 
! Y. W. C. A. custodian and routed 
j the 53 occupants of the building 
‘in downtown Terre Haute about 
7 A. M. yesterday. 

Car! Ross, 63 years old. victim 
of the blast, apparently was 
carrying the explosive object un- 
der his right arm when it 


detonated in the stairwell by the | 


side door of the building. 

+ + + 
THE BLAST blew off his right 
arm. ripped his body open from 
head to hip and shredded off all 
his clothing. 

Part of his teeth were found on 
the third floor balcony atop the 
stairwell at the south side of the 
building. 

Three women—two occupants, 


exactly what happened. 

That’s what Detectives Ray 
Tryon and Gene Butts, in charge 
-of the investigation, and a flocle 
of others have been trying to 
find out since. 

+ + + 
“OUR BEST hope for a concrete 
lead now would be to find some 
evidence of metal fragments in 
the body or in the crash dehris.” 
| said Detective Tryon. 
These are the puzzling ques- 
| tions: 

1. Was it a bomb? 
| 9 Was it a erank? 

3. Was it a malicious “grudge” 
act against Ross ... the ery 
... or any of its occupants. 

4. Could it possibly have been 
an accident? 

Chief of Detectives Willard 
Gantz said: 

‘We're not ruling out any- 
thing. We'll check every lead” 
| + odt t 

CLOSEST PERSON to an eye- 


1 


witness was Jack Ice, 1208 North ` 


Fifteenth Street, sipping his sec- 
ond cup of coffee. He said he 
saw glass fly out from the side 
of the “Y” and then heard the 
| blast. 


| the other an employe of the “Y” | 
| —passed within feet of the blast | 


\scene just minutes before the - 


“big boom.” 
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QO NOT CIRCULATE 
LIBRAR 


| quarters also looking for metal 


Local authorities. having no 
explosives o1. bomb experts here, 
decided after preliminary exam- 
ination to call for heln from the 
Sixts-feurth Ordnance Detach- 
ment at Fort Harrison. The ex- 
perts arrived but no positive re- 
sults were obtained. | 
fet = 
BIGGEST stumbling block was 
the absence of ayy metal frag- 
ments which probably would he 
present in a bomb explosion. 
X-rays of the victim’s body ; 
were ordered to determine 
whether there was any metal in 
the body and the autopsy by. 
Coroner D. M. Ferguson also con- | 
centrated on this factor. 
Also debris—ten boxes of it— 
zas being sifted at police head- 


fragments. 

On the grudge angle, Police: 
Chief Frank Riddle said one of; 
the persons to be investigated’ 
was a former employe discharged 
several years ago who had writ- 
ten the “Y” for references. An 
unfavorable report was sent to 
Memphis a week ago — long 
enough for the ex-worker, if irate 
enough—to come here and set 
off such a bomb. 


REFERENCE 


janitor, Imperiling 03 


DETECTIVES also planned tof They looked in vain for any 
make a careful check to seej fragments of metal at the blast 
whether anyone had a personali| scene and noted there was no 
“grudge” against Ross. indication of any shattered tim- 

The re-interview of the occu- ing device. They returned to the 
pants was conducted to see fort with their notes to make 
whether any of them had been; further evaluation of their inves- , 
pestered or received any crank; tigation, pending outcome of the 


i | sifti i d the 
tters. || Sifting of blast debris an 
Sct Meant oe i sil oe : X-ray of the victim's body for 
Ore = anv indication of metal. 


ployes also were to be quizzed to, i 
.a'': They noted, however, there was 
see whether they could provide:! Si Ga the’ air after the 


7 h stery. w : 
r AEREO D mae. il blast indicating dynamite, gun- 


Although there were no im-; t Rr explo: 
mediate indications, the seident ve. OF sompexty Pe p 


theory still had not been ruled 
THE CLOSE CALL by the three 


out last night. I 
an ag UCR gereenyed mystery, | women later turned out to be 
tone of the dramatic highlights of 


raised by Detective Tryon, was 

whether Ross was coming up} 

from the basement or down from the tragedy. A 

the lobby just before the blast At 6:45 A. M.. Miss June Wil- 

on Ihe landing beside the side liams, 20. left carly by the front 
door to go lo work at St. An- 

thonys’ Hospital. 


door? | 
She passed within 15 feet above 
if 


+ + 4+ 


“It could have been either,” 
said the detective. where the blast occured later. 

a2 fp war But when Miss Williams got to 
THE ARMY experts, Sgts. Cyril|| work, she was sent back home 
Cederborg and Thomas Duritza|! because she had a cold—to see| 
from Fort Harrison termed it a | the scene of the blast she nar-i 
major explosion but they could}; rowly missed. t 
find nothing to indicate it might At 6:50, Miss Catherine Clark,; 
have been a time bomb or any | an office secretary, rode her 


—~- | other sort of bomb. | bicycle to work, put it away,| 
E went into her office—also about 
> 15 feet from the blast scene— 
y and then left to get some coffee 
’ gmi | at the Terre Haute House. 
Commiinity Affairs Fg 
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Blast Victim 
Was Active in 
Church Circles 


~20-/96/ 


Carl Ross, 63-year-old victim of 
Tuesday’s blast at the YWCA, 
was primarily a churchman, his 
relatives commented after the 
tragedy. For five years Ross was 
trustee of the Church of Christ, 
Twenty-first and Elm streets. 

His brother, Jimmy. who for 
years has worked across the 
street from the “Y” in the Elks 
Club, said, however, that 20 to 
25 years ago Carl worked in coal 
Mines as a “mule driver.” 

Jimmy said, “I talked to him 
only Monday morning and he 
seemed in the best of health and 
spirits. We kidded each other 
quite a bit.” 

“The first thing I knew about 
this terrible thing was about 7:10 
Tuesday morning when the tele- 
phone rang. One of those who 
called was Major Gardner, a good 
friend of ours. (Gardner was ap- 
parently the last one to talk to 
the victim before the blast.) 

“Major said the only thing he 
was carrying was his lunch in a 
paper sack when he went in the 
back door. 

“I can’t imagine anyone who 
might have done this to him in- 
tentionally. I never knew him to 
have any trouble with anyone 
and | he lived in Vigo county all 


CARL ROSS 


his life, having been born and f 


reared at Lost Creek.” 
Survivors also include 
widow, Marie; two daughters, 
Mrs. Kathryn Glover, Toledo, 
Ohio, and Mrs. Ernestine Cun- 
ningham, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
three stepsons, Leonard Evans, 
Seattle, Wash.; Elbert Evans, 
Yakima, Wash., and Maynord 
Evans, Los Angeles: the mother, | 


Mrs. Jane Ross, Terre Haute; | 
four sisters, Mrs. Marguerite 
Roberts, Cleveland, Ohio, and. 


Mrs. Cecil Phillips, Mrs. Wanetta 
Anderson and Mrs. Beulah Ed- 
wards, all of Terre Haute; three 
other brothers, Clyde and Bert, 
both of Terre Haute, and Leon 
Ross, Cleveland; 12 grandchil- 
dren and a great-grandchild. 
Services are pending at the 
Russell Funeral Home. 
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| “I WAS in the coffee shop when i ale Bia 
iI heard a slight blast but it)AT 4:30 P, M.—Police at head- 
didn’t seem significant at the|auarters start sifting 10 boxes of' 
| time.” debris from the blast scene with 
| When she got back to work|4 high powered magnet for any, 
there was a big crowd around | traces of metal. (First thing they! 
the “Y”, ‘found other than parts of the 
Just seven minutes before the Victim and his clothing was 
blast, Dorothy Vestal, an employe Penny.) 
lof Hulman & Co., left through, At 6 P. M—Investigators start 
the same front door, the lights |¥einterviewing all 51 of the oc- 


{in the lobby still were off at that | cupants of the “Y” for any pos-' 


time. (One of Ross’ first duties|Sible lead in the mystery. 


=a) = = A Ross, who was described as 
| every day was to turn the lights sa zeal nice fellow” had been 
Here is the best available employe by Y. W. C. A. officials., 


He had a Bible on his desk 


timetable at the blast scene: 3 ; 
in his workshop. 


+ + + 
‘AT 11:40 P. M. Monday—All the 
| girls in and in their rooms, Mrs. 
| Jean Lehman, assistant director, 
closed the front door. | 


į stepsons. 


At 6:45 A. M—Miss Williams 
left by front door for work. 


At 6:50 A. M.—Miss Clark | 
| get act of coffee. | 
At 6:53 A. M.—Dorothy Vestal, |}! 
another occupant, leaves through 
the front door and noted the |] 
lobby lights still out. i 

At 6:55 A, M.—Ross arrives for | 
| work, chats briefly with a friend, || | 
| Major Gardnet, 2130 North Twen- ||. 
‘ty-first Street, before entering 
tear door of building. 
| + + + 

APPROXIMATELY 7 A. M. — 
beside the side door. 

At 7:05 A. M.—Alarm at fire |) 
department. 
At 7:07 A. M.—Assistant Fire 
| Chief Ray McManus finds Ross’ 
mangled body, face-down amid || 
the blast debris. There was no|, 
question he was dead. 
_ Thereafter—Continuing inves- 
tigation by authorities with FBI, 
State Police and Civil Defense 
Police standing by to give any 


| arrives < ‘rly for work, leaves to ||| 

* Church Trustee 
Shattering blast in the stairwell 
assistance needed, 


CARL RGSS 


| į street 


H 

| | 
Ross is survived by his wife,! | 

two married daughters and three. ' 


| The victim of yesterday’s blast 
al the Y. W. C. A., Carl Ross,- 
was “primarily a.church man,”: 
according to his relatives. He had 
been trustee of the Church of 
Christ, Twenty-first and Elm 
Streets for five years. 

However, 20 to 25 years ago 


! | he worked in the coal mines as a 


“mule driver,’ according to his 
brother, Jimmy Ross, who has 
worked for years right across the. 
from the “Y” in the Elks! 
Club. | 

“I talked. to him only yesterday | 
morning about 7:30 to quarter to; 
i| eight,” said Jimmy. 

“And he seemed in the best 
of health and spirits. We kidded 
each other quite a bit. 

“The first thing I knew about 


' ‘this terrible thing was about 7:10 


| this morning when the telephone 
rang. One of those who called! 
was Major Gardner, a good friend 
of ours. (Gardner was apparently 
the last one to talk to the vic- 
tim before the blast.) 

“Major said the only thing he 
was carrying was his lunch in a 
paper sack when he went in the 
back door. 

“I can’t imagine anyone who 
imight have done this to him 
| intentionally. I never knew him 
to have any trouble with anyone 
and he lived in Vigo County all 


reared at Lost Creek.” 


his life, having been born and | 


‘YW Explosion 
Still Mystery, , 


The all-out effort of the Terre 


| Haute Police Department to solve | 


ithe explosion last Tuesday at the 
: YWCA in which the janitor, Carl 
| Ross, 63, RR 6, was killed is being 
| pressed by the department. 


| Meanwhile, reports from the | 


FBI laboratories at Washington, 
D. C., on the analysis of the blast 


į be received this week. 

Chief of Detectives Willard 
Gantz is in charge of various in- 
‘vestigation teams appointed to 


debris and “foreign objects found | 
lin Ross’ body” are expected to } 


t 


ithe case by Police Chief Frank | 


| Riddle. 

' No new clues in the case were 
‘disclosed Saturday by the local 
‘officials, However, Chief Gantz 


‘pointed out that all possible ex- | 


‘planations of the explosion are 
ibeing investigated. 

; Murder remained as the most 
prevalent theory in the baffling 
case. as 
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